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AN OLD FIGHTER 
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BUT, LIKE MANY OTHER INYOANS THESE DAYS, 
SMITH FEELS AS IF HE'S "YELLING DOWN A 
HOLLOW TUBE." 


-The 

Inyo County 

NEWS-LETTER 


November 21 



At a crucial time for Inyo, its officials 
are missing the mark, blind to the larger pic¬ 
ture, But there are some in the county with 
vision. For many years former County Adminis¬ 
trator John K. Smith has watched the city of 
Los Angeles operate. He sees that larger pic¬ 
ture and understands that the Supervisors are 
"missing the boat." 

News-Letter spoke with Smith following 
the public hearing on the D.W.P. agreement 
proposal and the Board meeting in which the 
Supervisors voted to move ahead with an agree¬ 
ment. 




John K . Smith speaking out against the 
proposed D.W.P.-Inyo agreement . 


Smith had spoken eloquently at the public 
hearing, and again in the following interview, 
sharing his insight into Inyo’s real needs in 
the water war. 

Question: Mr. Smith, what do you think of 
the agreement proposal and the situation now? 

Answer: I wasn’t up there (at Nov. 7 pub¬ 
lic hearing) trying to tear that document a- 
part, but I do have three concerns. One of 
them was that it sounded to me like their ma¬ 
jor issue was to develop a Groundwater Man¬ 
agement (GWM) Plan and that’s all they talked 
about all the way through that document. And 
that bothers me terribly because the GWM plan 
is a very small part of what we really have to 
have. We have to have a water resources plan, 
which is all waters. We need a plan to manage 
all of the water resources of the Inyo-Mono 
basin. That’s what we’ve always wanted, that’s 
what we’ve always fought for for years. Now, 

I think what the city is very shrewdly doing 
to us is they’re just getting into this 
groundwater concern so that we won’t say a 
word about their other resources, which is the 
surface waters. 

And if they can get us into concentrating 
on just a GWM plan, and only being concerned 
with that, then they’re in free with going 
right on using the surface waters anyway they 
please. And all they have to say down the road 
is, "Well, we’ve used up all the surface 
waters; now we’re going to start in on your 
groundwater." 

I can’t see where they’ve tied them to¬ 
gether at all, or even intend to. Now, Johnny 
Johnson and Greg James both assured me that 
they were going to have a total water re¬ 
sources management plan and I said, "Well, 
then why don’t you call it that right now, and 
get off this groundwater management idea that 
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they’re talking about." They didn’t really an¬ 
swer me. They said that groundwater management 
is part of the study we’re making right now. 
Well, I can understand that. That’s a small 
part. They’ve got to know what that ground- 
water is before they can address it. But 
really, if that’s all they address then we’ve 
missed the boat, as far as I’m concerned. I 
don’t know if I’m getting through to them or 
not, really, because they both looked kind of 
blank when I talked to them about these con¬ 
cepts . 

Every time I see or talk to Greg and 
Johnny both, I emphasize this and they both 
give me sort of half answers that don’t really 
satisfy me at all. 

Los Angeles has never given a water 
management plan on the surface waters. They 
should have done this 80 years ago. All these 
years they’ve just used these surface waters 
anyway they please. When they have too much 
of it, they throw it away. When they didn’t 
have enough of it, they went to the ground- 
water. But they never did try to manage it in 
such a way that they could always get the 
maximum benefit from it. And that’s what I’ve 
always cried about and always complained 
about: the lack of a surface water management 
plan. And now they’re going into the ground- 

(Continued on page 2) 
























SMITH (Continued from first page) 

waters to supplement the surface waters for 

which they don’t even have a management plan. 

They never did want us to even look into 
or even talk about the surface waters, be¬ 
cause - number one - their rights are very 
challengeable. You know, their rights on 
those surface waters are very vulnerable. 

They know it and everybody knows it. 
They’ve never really established those rights 
beyond any question of a doubt. They just 
took them and started exporting the whole 
works. Well, of course, it would be a monu¬ 
mental problem for anyone to take on and I 
don’t know if anybody has the ability to do 
it. But if that challenge was ever made and 
they really started to identify what, pre¬ 
cisely, their surface water rights were for 
exportation out of the valley, that would be 
a monumental study. But it should be made! 

And that’s what we should be fighting for and 
walking towards to establish. surface wa ^ er 
management that will address all of these 
questionable areas and eventually tie into 
their need for the groundwater and how much 
they need. They’ve got to be tied together. 

In my mind you can’t separate them; if you do, 
we don’t get the benefit to this county that we 
should get. And the city, I think, is ex¬ 
tremely shrewd in what they’re doing.’ I’m 
just worried to death that they’re just keep¬ 
ing us all tied up in this groundwater con¬ 
cept and just politely sliding by, using 
their surface water any way the please and 
continuing to claim they own it all t I know 
they don’t own it all and they certainly may 
not have rights to export it all, which is 
what they claim.And those are issues that 
should be addressed in my mind. That’s how 


I’ve always felt. 

Those concepts we were looking at the 
other night (Nov, 7th public hearing), I kept 
trying to tell James and Johnny and Meyers , 
first, let’s not lose the major issue here of 
writing a water resources management plan, A 
lot of these little details about how many 
law suits they’re going to bury, and how many 
dollars are going to exchange, and how much 
groundwater study they’re going to make with 
U.S. Geological Survey,that’s really what all 
those concepts were about. 

The big, important - all important - 
thing is a water management plan. When I say 
water,I mean total water. I don’t really 
think they know where I’m coming from, and 
that bothers me. Maybe they don’t grasp the 
magnitude of the whole problem. I seem to be 
yelling down a hollow tube to these fellows. 
They don’t seem to respond positively at all. 

Question: what else bothers you about 
the agreement proposal? 

Answer: the second thing that bothered 
me was the document that we were looking at, 
of course, didn’t have any formal status 
whatsoever. It was sort of borderlining a 
bunch of notes. We’ve never had that in the 
past. When we had something to go to the pub¬ 
lic with, we had an agreement that was 95 % 
ready. This time we just had a bunch of con¬ 
cepts that were in concept form; sort of a 
note form as I read it, and that bothered me. 
I don’t think that’s the way to approach this 
thing, because when you look at that status, 
you know anything can happen between now and 
their final agreement. And we might not even 
recognize the final agreement. 

(Continued on page 11) 



AUTUMN 

HOLIDAY! 


Celebrate this Autumn at Topaz! 

Take a weekend or a week and discover the beauty of Autumn. 

You'll find the air fresh and crisp in a forestland ablaze with Fall colors, 
and an ever-changing panorama of light and color on shimmering Lake Topaz. 

We're only a short drive from Inyo communities. Once you get here 
you'll be greeted by friendly folks in a warm, casual atmosphere. You'll 
find excellent dining - overlooking the lake - inexpensive accomodations, 
and real Nevada-style entertainment. 

We're very close by, but at Lake Topaz you'll find a world of fun and 
relaxation that you can afford. Celebrate Autumn with us at Lake Topaz! 


A PLACE FOR THE FAMILY TO HAVE FUN'. 

At Topaz Lodge there's a special 
room for the kids f filled with all 
of the latest in video games . 


gfop aZ 
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Highway 395 

at Topaz Lake 
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GROW 

OR 

DIE... 


BUT WHAT KIND OF GROWTH DOES INYO NEED.? 


Even as a bankrupt shopping center in 
, Mammoth went up for sale, plans for yet an¬ 
other center were in the works for Bishop. 
Controversy was brewing, too, with a familiar 
4 question bubbling to the surface again: what 
does Inyo’s economy really need for.its sur¬ 
vival? 

Many of the county’s merchants loudly 
protested that the need is not another shop¬ 
ping center* With visions of bankruptcies 
dancing in their minds, local businessmen 
point to Mammoth, where a shopping .center boom 
did contribute to the failure of Roger Affa’s 
Mammoth Sierra center. 

Mammoth, however, has the ski area to 
provide jobs, attract tourists and generate 
income. Inyo County has little in the way of 
employment opportunities. It relies on mone¬ 
tary transfusions from skiers on their way to 
Mammoth, and sportsmen who flock to the area 
to hunt or fish. But local businesses have to 
depend on trade from the towns as well. 

That trade is limited by the size and 
quality of the job market. Good, steady em¬ 
ployment has never been overabundant in Inyo 
County, but the situation seems only to be 
worsening. Union Carbide has proven to be an 


unreliable employer over the past year. The 
telephone company cut some TO jobs out of 
Inyo. Government agencies have also cut back 
on personnel. All these factors combine to 
make running a business here much like walking 
a tightrope. 

Enter the new shopping center plans. The 
firm of Crumpler and Kruger* in Los Angeles 
has been eying the Bishop area for some time. 
They believe there is a market here for a 
’'good shopping center with large chain stores.” 
Undeniable, people here regularly complain 
about the lack of shopping options. Before 
the Planning Commission decided to allow the 
center plans to go ahead, some people testi¬ 
fied at a hearing that they believe the Inyo 
consumers should have better choices. Others, 
however, felt the price of bringing in a 
’’Long’s” drug store would be a sever loss of 
business for existing stores in Bishop. 

Crumpler and Kruger may know something. 
They have shopping centers throughout the west 
and tried to put one in on the Indian Reser¬ 
vation, The firm also wanted to bid on Inyo 
County’s plans for a shopping complex south 
of Bishop. All of that fell through. Business 
people rebuked the Supervisors for even con¬ 
sidering a shopping center in Bishop. The 
Board backed off. 

Few will argue the point that Inyo does 
need some development to create more jobs, 
and thus more buying power, for the community* 
But will a shopping center, with chain stores 
based in Los Angeles, do that? Light industry 
will. Over the years many have paid lip ser¬ 
vice to the need for nonpolluting industry 
here - the need for jobs that will create a 

(Continued on page 13) 




SOUTHERN 

VALLEY 

CABINETS 

Kitchens, 

Baths, 

Custom Carpentry 


■I 


A name you can 
Defpend on!! 


Andrew Kirk 
(619)878-2537 


/ 


P.O. Box 33 
Independence, CA 93526 




CARPET * LINOLEUM * CERAMIC TILE, 
_TILE * HARDWOOD FLOORS 


COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL FLOORyREMODELING 
Tonopah, Mono County, Southern Inyo 


Hoover Vacuums 
& Accessories 



Master Card 
Visa 


Modern Floors 


873-5406 


LIC. #244228 

1240 N. MAIN. BISHOP 


— Manufacturing Jeweler 

Custom & Traditional Wedding Rings 
Jewelry Appraising 

We Buy JEWELRY , DIAMONDS , 

GOLD, SILVER & COINS 


Ring Sizing 

Jewelry Repairing 
Often while you wait 


103 North Main, Bishop 


873-6980 


Don Leake Go.' 
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BLOWING DUST BLINDS DRIVERS AT MANZANAR/ 
MAMMOTH WATER MAY BE CONTAMINATED / THE 
PUBLIC'S OPINION ON THE DWP AGREEMENT?/ 
THF APCD GEARS UP FOR THE WINTER 


giardia lamblia might have invaded the town 
water supply. 

From the start, officials were trying 
to keep what appeared to he widespread ill¬ 
ness under wraps. After all, it might hurt 
business. Some of the victims, though, got 
mad enough to start pressuring the County 
Health Officer and the state Health Depart¬ 
ment . 


D.W.P.*s pumping has taken a heavy toll 
in the Manzanar area south of Independence. 
Even in the past year, when rainfall was 
plentiful, dust has been abundant in the well 
fields there. In March and now in November, 
dust storms have obscured the highway at Man¬ 
zanar, causing traffic collisions. 

This latest accident occured on a Sun¬ 
day afternoon recently when a blinding dust 
storm blasted across Highway 395. Four South¬ 
ern California tourists won’t soon forget 
Inyo County. One man, with thick dust block¬ 
ing his vision, rammed into the rear of an¬ 
other car. Four people were taken to South¬ 
ern Inyo Hospital for treatment. 

The Independence Volunteer Rescue team 
braved the blowing grit to help the injured 
tourists. 

- * _ 

Bad water? That’s what a number of Mam¬ 
moth people think they are drinking. One 
after another, people who live or work in 
Mammoth have been getting sick, very sick. 
Doctors began to suspect that the stomach 
cramps and vomiting were caused by something 
in the water supplied by Majnmoth County Wa¬ 
ter District. A number of Mammoth physicians 
now believe that the tiny organisms known as 


Finally tests were ordered. The cost of 
testing for giardia, and then treating the 
water, is high. Officials had wanted to delay 
the tests, hoping the problem would go away. 
At last report, however, a special filtering 
system to test the town’s water was on its 
way to Mammoth. 

- * - 

For the record, if anyone doubts public 
sentiment on the proposed D.W.P.-Inyo agree¬ 
ment, here’s how the head count went at the 
November 7th public hearing: 19 individuals 
spoke out against the agreement and 7 spoke 
in favor of it. 201 people signed a petition 
rejecting the agreement, 95 signatures were 
collected for it. Representatives of five 
different groups, with a total membership of 
712, spoke against the proposed agreement: 
the local Audubon Society has 50 members, the 
California Native Plant Society has 9A, the 
local chapter of the Sierra Club has 150, the 
Concerned Citizens have 400, and the Inland 
Counties Health Systems Agency has l8. 

Combining the figures, 932 people ex¬ 
pressed opposition to the agreement proposal, 
102 showed support. A 9 to 1 opposition. - 
Still not enough to catch the attention of 
the Supervisors. 

(Continued on page 9) 



• 

Sierra \ 
Qardenj 1 jj 
cJVurrery^ | 


This year make I 
an investment in J 
the future with a k 

l 

nr 

$ 


CHRISTMAS J 


LIVING 



TREE I 


•m 

A fine assortment of w 

•r* 

indoor and outdoor m 
trees in a variety 
of sizes from 
one to six 
feet tall . 
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An experience in .fine dining. 

Delicious gourmet foods 
and a Children's Menu. 

The Red Lyon Saloon 
has it's own bar menu. 


Saloon & Dining Room 
Open from 5pm 


Happy Hour 
Nightly 5-6 



The Normandy Inn 
Restaurant 

and 

Red Lyon Saloon 

Boulder Drive. June Lake, California 93529 
(619) 648-7998 
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R€WRITING 
HOLY WRIT 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES VER¬ 
SION OF LIBERATED THEOLOGY 

Is God a He or a She? 

Was Jesus a Son or a Child? 

These questions are no longer strictly 
theological, reserved for men (and women!) 
seeking a deeper understanding of their reli¬ 
gion. Rather, in a bizarre offshoot from 
"feminism”, questions such as these have been 
shackled to a more mundane purpose: the eli¬ 
mination of perceived "sexism" in the Bible. 

Recently released by the National Council 
of Churches, the "Inclusive Language Lection¬ 
ary" represents an attempt at removing the 
"male bias" from the Bible. It has been met 
with scathing criticism and only token support. 

The "ILL" is the first of 3 volumes that 
would be used over a 3 year period in churches 
of various denominations throughout the coun¬ 
try. Lectionaries, currently used by many 
churches, are a series of scriptural readings 
selected for use in worship services, with 
readings chosen from the Old Testament, the 
epistles-and the gospels. Proponents of the 
new lectionary insist that it is "not really 
Scripture"; however, it would be used in 
place of scripture in worship and would,there¬ 
fore , be the form to which most people would 
be exposed. 

Some people see the new translation as a | 


move to involve women more personally in their 
religion. Others feel that this was done at 
too great an expense to the imagery and lin¬ 
guistic quality of the Scriptures. 

For many the Bible is something that 
should not be tampered with. Pastor Ben W. 
Sparks of the Mt. Whitney Baptist Church in 
Lone Pine , believes that Scriptural trans¬ 
lations should be as close as possible to 
the original Greek and Hebrew texts. Others, 
like the Reverend Peter Falbo of the Pioneer 
Memorial United Methodist Church in Indep¬ 
endence, feel the intention of the revision 
was good, but that the Scriptures have "lost 
something in the change". 

Most will agree that the "sexism" in the 
Bible is a product of the times in which it 
was written. Father Richard Beaumont, Vicar 
of Trinity Episcopal Church in Lone Pine, 
thinks scripture should be read in the context 
of those times: "If you start changing these 
things, you do not present it in the proper 
surroundings". To Father Beaumont, God is a 
spirit, not man or woman, and erasing the 
male-oriented language in the Bible can only 
serve to obscure its meaning. 

In the final analysis, debating the 
aesthetic and linguistic values, or lack 
thereof, in the lectionary may just simply 
be missing the point. Considering the trials 
and troubles of daily life in the "fast lane" 
of our modern civilization, one has to wonder 
why our church leaders are concerning them¬ 
selves with the nit-picking task of obliter¬ 
ating the masculinity of the Scriptures. 
Perhaps, as Father Beaumont puts it, "It’s 
really a waste of time". 


the CHANGCS - 



For God so loved 

For God so loved 

And the Lord God 

Then God the Sov¬ 

the world that he 

the world that God 

said, It is not 

ereign One said, 

gave his only Son, 

gave God's only 

good that the man 

"It is not good 

that whoever be¬ 

Child, that who¬ 

should be alone; I 

that the human be¬ 

lieves in Him 

ever believes in 

will make him an 

ing should be alone; 

should not perish F 

that Child should 

help meet for him. 

I wi11 make a com¬ 

but have everlast¬ 

not perish but 

...and the rib, 

panion correspond¬ 

ing life. For God 

have eternal life. 

which the Lord God 

ing to the creature." 

sent not His Son 

For God sent that 

had taken from man, 

...and God the Sov¬ 

into the world to 

Child into the 

made he a woman, 

ereign One built 

condemn the world; 

world, not to con¬ 

and brought her 

the rib which God 

but that the world 

demn the world, 

unto the man. 

took from the human 

through Him might 

but that through 

-Genesis 2:18,22 

being into woman 

i be saved. 

-John 3:16,17 

BEFORE 

that Child the 
world might be 
saved. 

AFTER 

BEFORE 

and brought her to 

man . 

AFTER 


Your only locally owned office 
in Southern Inyo... 
servin g Southern Inyo 


Available now: Southern Inyo resort 
40 acres with abundant water. $1G9,000 

140 secluded acres at the foot of the 
Sierra. Complete with house, cottage 
and springs. $140,000. 


Onlu9£ 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN, 
Mf| Owner-Broker 

finFfcl® We’re Here For You. 

310 so mam street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 876*4121 


For Fashionable Men and Women 

JLWso fashions 

* "In The CENTER Of Town" 

For the look that never 
goes out of style. 

Name Brands From Fun to Classics 

275 North Main St , Bishop, CA93514 (619)873 3939 




































At left , Jerry Zeutaius: 

"The only place to stand 
equal to D.W.P. is in 
court...we should appeal 
the groundwater ordinance 
to the Supreme Court. 11 


Below, Boh Bremmer: 
"Everything has to 
have a begining. ., 
with no begining 
we have nothing." 
(118 signatures 
from Bremmer's dis¬ 
trict were against 
agreement) 


FACES 
IN THE 
NEWS 




Above , District Attorney Buck 
Gibbons: r, Past lawsuits pale 
in light of the litigation it 
would take to enforce this 
agreement. This is not a doc¬ 
ument that could be really 
enforced.” 


Below r County Counsil Dennis Meyers r 
nervously watched agreement develop¬ 
ments unfold. Citizens had voiced 
their annoyance with Meyers for act¬ 
ing as a mouthpiece for a board 
eager to please D.W.P. 


















FORUM - ^4 
Mxir View <Qk 


The Inyo County News-Letter welcomes letters 
and comment relevant to current issues . The 
editors will publish here those views con¬ 
cisely stated and considered timely . letters 
and statements should be addressed to P.0, 
Box 33 , Independence, CA 93526 . The publica¬ 


tion of a letter on this page does not necessarily imply either the editors' agreement 
with its content, or their guarantee of its accuracy • 


x would like to preface the following 
letter with this comment: I have nothing per¬ 
sonal against the people that work for the 
L.A.D.W.P, For the most part, I believe them 
to he fine, upstanding citizens - with a job 
to do. The only problem is that their job is 
to move as much water as we will tolerate from 
point A (which is Inyo County) to point B 
(which is Los Angeles). My goal and desire is 
to see that Inyo County holds on to as much 
water as they will need to keep this valley 
from drying up. Better yet, to make it green 
and prosperous. 

If the newly proposed water pumping table 
is allowed to stand as it is in this new 
agreement, the L.A.D.W.P. will be allowed to 
pump even greater amounts of underground water 
from our valley. 

If this agreemant doesn’t work out, they 
say that we can Tf pull out” and even go back to 
court if necessary. Can’t you just picture a 
judge looking at the agreement and saying, 
’’Sirs, are you saying that you agreed to the 
pumping figures in this chart? Well, you 
agreed and signed this document, surely it 
must have seemed reasonable to you at the time 
of signing, I really don’t believe, gentlemen, 
that you have a case at all,” 

I believe that once this final agreement 
is signed, there will never be enough power 
left in Inyo County to change it - no matter 
how detrimental the effects might turn out to 
be. 

Dear Editor; 

Guess what? You know all that ’’stuff 11 we 
learned in school about government ’of the 
people, by the people, and for the people”? 
Well, I found out Tuesday at the Inyo County 
Supervisor’s meeting (Nov. 8th) that it was 
all a bunch of ’’bunk”. I do have to confess 
that I did have a prior ’’inkling” of the sit¬ 
uation. I remember the day I presented a pe¬ 
tition to the Board with over 2000 signatures. 
The petition merely asked the Board’s consi¬ 
deration before moving ahead with any hydro 
development. As I was sitting at the desk 
facing the Board, I remember having to glance 
down at my ’’skirts” several times to make sure 
I was Cathy and not Alice in Wonderland. Sure 
enough it was me - levis and a plaid shirt. 
But, then again, it was also the Red Queen’s 
court. 

Let me share some of what went on at 
Tuesday’s meeting: Mr. Irwin said, ”1 feel 
uncomfortable with the figures I have from the 
public hearing. ±nere were 19 people that 
spoke out against the agreement,” (I add here 
that those 19 people represented more than just 
themselves. They spoke for groups like the 
League of Women Voters and the Concerned Citi¬ 
zens , etc.) Mr. Irwin went on to say, ”7 
people spoke for the agreement.” (Most of whom 
’’owe their souls to the company store;” again, 
my addition.) ’’This morning I received ih 
phone calls; 12 were against the agreement, 
a r\r\ 2 were for it. Even my wife is against 


it. I vote yes, stated Irwin, A logical con¬ 
clusion, don’t you think? More than that, gov¬ 
ernment by representation in action! 

.1 believe that the majority of the people 
in Inyo County have let their wishes be known. 
I believe that the majority does not want this 
agreement to go through, I believe that if 
there is still doubt in the Supervisor’s minds 
as to what the majority wants, they should, 
by rights, take a poll. 

At the public hearing in Independence on 
Monday night (Nov, 7th) , David Miller of Bish¬ 
op spoke eloquently. He said, ’’All I hear is 
what L.A.D.W.P. wants. What does Inyo County 
want? How can we sign an agreement before we 
determine just what it is we need or want 
ourselves ?” 

Buck Gibbons said that he was neither for 
or against the agreement, but was only there 
to point out areas where he felt the Board 
should use some caution. He covered some 8 
different points, and warned that the wording 
in the agreement was way too vague, 

John K. Smith, former County Administra¬ 
tor spoke against signing the agreement. He’s 
lived here a long time and is more than fam¬ 
iliar with how the D.W.P. does business. 

After the hearing Johnny Johnson was asked 
”How did you come up with the figures on the 
pumping chart? Did the Standing Committee for 
Inyo County come up with one set of figures, 
and the L.A,D.W.P. come up with another set, 
and then you sat down together and agreed on 
the figures in this agreement?” ”No,” said 
Mr. Johnson, ’’This chart was presented to us 
by the L. A. D.W.P.” I wonder just how much Inyo 
County participated in the writing of this 
’’historical” document? 

Monday night f s hearing adjourned at 
approximately 9:30pm. By 10:05am Tuesday 
morning, a letter of ’’acceptance and willing¬ 
ness to proceed” with the agreement had al¬ 
ready been drafted and was ready to be mailed 
to the L.A.D.W.P. (Mike Hanford said that he 
had directed Greg James to draft the letter, 
just in case it might be needed.) This was 
before the Board even cast their vote. It’s 
a strange feeling, indeed, to be sitting in a 
meeting and have something as important as 
this so cleverly ’’slipped” by you. 

Mr. Bremmer said that everything has to 
have a begining. My husband said, ”1 agree 
with Mr. Bremmer. It f s the begining, all 
right, but it just may be the begining of the 
end!” 

Sometimes people in the public eye real¬ 
ize that they’re in a position to make his¬ 
tory. This may be one of those times. I’m 
sure that Mr. Mulholland, Mr. Lippincott, and 
Mr. Eaton felt the same way } and you’ll have 
to admit that most of us remember who they 
were and what they did. 

Could it be that our Water Commissioners 
and our Board of Supervisors are on the 
threshold of v making history?” If so, we 
will remember. 

Cathy Marcelin, 

Bishon 
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The following article was extracted from 
a lecture given by Barbara Hoelter,R m N. at 
the Independence American Legion hall on 
November 16 th . 


Those of us living in industrialized 
nations presume to constitute a civilized 
society, but somewhere in the gradual mat~ 
uring of our society we have only just recent^- 
ly shown a little progress in establishing 
protection for the abused child. 

Traditionally society places the burden of 
responsibility on the parents for the physical 
and emotional well being of the child, regard¬ 
less of their ability to provide proper care. 
In the past, parents who abused their children 
did so with very little interference. 

Times have changed. Laws now exist to 
protect the abused child. Those laws require 
certain professionals to report cases of 
abuse. But how can you recognize abused 
children? 

Children who are abused physically or 
emotionally display certain types of behavior. 
Many of these are common among all children 
at one time or another, but when they are 
present and sufficient in number to charact¬ 
erize the overall manner of the child, they 
may indicate abuse. The behaviors which 
characterize abused children fall in approxi¬ 
mately four catagories, 

First: the overly compliant, passivejUnde^ 
manding behavior in order to maintain a low 
profile. The child adapts to the abusive 
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situation by avoiding any form of parental 
confrontation which could lead to abuse. 

Second: just the reverse. Extremely 
aggressive, demanding and rageful behavior, 
sometimes hyperactive caused by the child’s 
repeated frustrations at getting basic needs 
met. The child will provoke the needed 
attention by any means to get that attention. 

Third: the "role reversal” or "extremely 
dependent" type of behavior in response to 
the parent’s need. An example: abusive par*- 
entscan’t fulfill their own needs and look to 
the child to fulfill them. If the parent 
needs parental attention, the child may be 
expected to assume the task and become inap¬ 
propriately adult and responsible. On the 
other hand, you have the parent who has a 
need to keep their child dependent on them. 
This nurtures the clinging, babyish behavior 
long after the child in a healthy family 
would become more self reliant. 

Fourth: there is a lag in development. 
These abused children have to siphon off 
energy which should go to growth and develop¬ 
ment into protecting themselves from abusive 
parents. These children may fall behind the 
norm for their age in toilet training, motor 
skills, -socialization and language develop¬ 
ment, Developmental lags can be caused by 
central nervous system damage caused by 
physical, medical or nutritional abuse. 

The recognition of a child’s need for 
protection is more important than determining 
the form of maltreatment involved. This 
responsibility lies in the hands of the pro¬ 
tective agencies. They are the ones who 
initiate investigation as soon as a report of 
abuse is received by them. Reporting sus- 

(Continued on page 13) 


A News Alternative 

The Inyo County News-Letter is published 
twice monthly at 536 North Edwards Street, 
Independence, California. 

Telephone: (619) 878-2582 

Leah Kirk, publisher 

Editorial Staff: 

John Heston Benett Kessler 
Marilyn Fisher 

All correspondence, including letters to 
the editor, should be mailed to P.0. Box 33, 
I ndependence, California 93526. _ 
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NEWS BRIEFS (Continued from page 4) 

- * - 

It's winter again,and the wood smoke 
hangs heavy in the air of parts of Inyo and 
Mono Counties. 

The local Air Pollution Control District 
is acutely aware of this potential air pol¬ 
lution problem. A.P.C.D. workers plan to 
re-install air monitors in Mammoth, Bishop 
and Lone Pine. The District suffered some 
serious financial cutbacks during the summer 
months , so the pollution watchers will have 
to rebuild their protection efforts. 

The A.P.C.D. wants to monitor dust 
storms in Inyo as well as wood smoke. If any 
of these pollutants become too much of a 
problem, A.P.C.D. may impose new restrictions. 

The Death Valley National History Asso¬ 
ciation is a private, nonprofit organization 
that raises and spends about a quarter of a 
million dollars every year for programs re¬ 
lated to Death Valley and the National Monu¬ 
ment. The group provides pamphlets for visi¬ 
tors to Death Valley, books on the area, con¬ 
tributions toward supporting the Death Valley 
Museum Curator, and many other special pro¬ 
jects. 

Two Inyo Countians currently sit on the 
board of directors for the National History 
Association. Bishop Attorney Kenney Scruggs 
was recently appointed to the board,and Russ 
Johnson of Bishop has been a member for sev¬ 
eral years. 

The main concern of the association is 
to promote understanding of the many aspects 
of the haunting Death Valley area. 
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Human Options, by Norman Cousins, is a 
Berkley Book, 200 Madison Ave, N.Y . 10016. 

Sometimes - rarely - a prophet, or sage, 
is recognized in his own homeland during his 
lifetime, Norman Cousins may be one of these 
few. 

Because he was the highly successful ed¬ 
itor of Saturday Review as long ago as the 
40’s, he was early known to that rather in¬ 
tellectual readership. However, his name has 
become more generally recognized in the past 
decade. When the common man hears that some¬ 
one has cured himself of a diagnosed "termin¬ 
al disease, 10 he sits up and takes respectful 
note. And one of Mr. Cousins last books, Anat¬ 
omy of an Illness T is his own log of just 
such a "miraculous" healing. That Mr. Cousins 
succeeded in conquering death stops anyone in 
his tracks; but that his method of medicine 
was mainly laughter - why, that makes us not 
only admire him, but also love him. 

Those we admire and love, we will usually 
listen to. So it is that the April f 83 editior. 
of Human Options by Mr, Cousins (a 1981 hard¬ 
back) should find a very large and very re¬ 
ceptive readership, 

I certainly hope so. For I believe it is 
an exquisite pleasure to read and study the 
thoughts of a wise man or woman while he or 
she is still alive. Generally, the writers 
who have most impressed me - Dostoyevsky, 
Thomas Mann^ Virginia Woolf, Albert Camus, 
James Agee, Flannery O’Connor - unfortunately 
died long before I discovered them. 

That Mr. Cousins is still walking the 
earth makes me happy - as it invariably makes 
you happy to think of someone you love going 
about his daily business. That Cousins 
breathes this very day gives me - and every 
one of his readers - the opportunity to ques¬ 
tion, knowing that answers can still be solic¬ 
ited from the real item. 

Why do I personally love Cousins, a man 
I’ve never seen face to face? 

He speaks to my heart and to the way I 
live my life, I divide my time between writ¬ 
ing and teaching, meditation and family. 

Human Options will aid me greatly in all. 

The book is a compilation of what Cousins 
learned in the first sixty-five years of his 
life. It is not written as a narrative - it 
does not tell the story of his life in the way 
an autobiography would, through exterior de¬ 
tail. Rather it narrates the story of his in¬ 
terior life and growth through reprinting 
highlights from his best editorial writing, 
and through printing for the first time "new¬ 
er" highlights from his own diaries, or "jot¬ 
tings," These excerpts, organized by topic 
into chapters, were selected with obvious 
care; their clarity gives them the pithiness 
of the aphorism. Their succinct depth makes 
them paradigms of human wisdom. 

"We in America have everything we 
need except the most important 
thing of all - time to think and 
the habit of thought. Thought is 
the basic energy in human history. 


Civilization is put together not 
by machines but by thought..." 

(page 28 ) 

Each short statement could - and should - be 
mulled over for at least an entire day; 
thoughtful readers thus have in the 22k pages 
of Human Options enough cogitating material 
for well over seven months time! 

I was most struck by Cousins’ first 
chapter, an explanatory introduction to the 
excerpts. Here - in seven brief pages - his 
mind stands clear as a monument to straight¬ 
forwardness. In lay terms he tells what he 
has learned in his lifetime: 

"that one of the prime elements of 
human uniqueness is the ability to 
create and exercise new options..." 

(page 17) 

"that human beings, whatever their 
flaws, are potentially capable of 
meeting the problems they create,.." 

(page 17) 

"that human capacity is infinite...” 

(page l8) 

"that no challenge is beyond human 
comprehension and reach..." 

(page l8) 

"that human capacity is what it has 
to be..." 

"that we ought never minimize.., the 
nature of the problems that confront 

us..." 

"that we ought never minimize our 
ability to deal with them..," 

The rest of the book spotlights facets 
of these, his learnings. But it is exciting 
to see throughout the work that these positive 
ideas about human potential are reiterated, 
and/or expanded, through direct quotations 
from many brilliant thinkers of our own times 
For Cousins knew, and knows, myriad minds who 
have sculpted our present world. 

If I have the good fortune to teach 
young minds next school year, one of Cousins’ 
"aphorisms" will be the first thing to go on 
my blackboard each day’ 

By Eva Poole-Gilson 


At Holmes 1 you 1 11 find homemade hot 
soups served daily with our own corn- 
bread. Or try our Pita Pizza for a 
zesty treat . And we always have a 
hot, home baked special like vegetar¬ 
ian lasagna or cauliflower pie. Come 
in to Holmes' for lunch - we'll 
cater to your personal tastes. 
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SMITH (Continued from page 2) 

The third thing is I think they*re miss¬ 
ing the boat if they make too much of an issue 
out of the financial part of it. The city is 
really making a big thing out of the fact that 
they’re giving the county two million dollars. 
Well, to me they’re not giving the 
county anything. They’re paying something they 
should have done 80 years ago, and they cer¬ 
tainly should have been working on this for 
the last 80 years and developed this plan. 

I think it’s their responsibility along 
with the state’s to see that these basins 
have a water resources management plan. And 
I think any money that they’re throwing into 
it is their obligation. They’re not giving 
the County, as I see it, anything. And yet, 
they make it sound in this agreement like 
they’re sort of buying us off in some way. I 
don’t know what kind of approach that is. To 
me they’re not paying us anything. The 
$5^0,000 tax suit is peanuts to them and they 
should just say, "We’ll write that off as 
long as you don’t place it on us again." It 
doesn’t really matter. It’s behind us. We 
needed the money and it’s gone. But for them 
to talk about paying $ 50,000 a year into the 
Water Department, why, they’re getting off 
scot-free. To do this job like they really 
ought to have done it would cost them five or 
six million dollars - to do the proper job. 
They’re getting by here scot-free as I see it. 

And I don’t understand, but these board 
members and Greg James think, "Hey, this is a 
big deal." It really bothers me. they think 
this is a lot of money.’ It just punctured my 
baloon, because we’re really getting nothing 
out of it to speak of. And the city is going 
to come out of it with something - probably a 


groundwater management plan - which is going 
to be ten percent of what we need, and every¬ 
body off their back. It’s a real slick maneu¬ 
ver if they pull it. 

Mr. Smith’s views are definite, and he 
is joined by hundreds of others. The public 
hearings revealed that organizations total¬ 
ling more than 700 people do not want the 
present agreement. And yet,the Supervisors 
persist. 
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The Whale Protection Fund 

CENTER FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION _ 

1925 K STREET N.W 
WASHINGTON. D C. 20006 


DEAR D.W.P., 


The following is a copy of the letter the Supervisors voted unanimously 
to send to Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley, the L.A. Water and Power Commission and 
the D.W.P. The letter reads: 


On Tuesday, November 8, 1983 the Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
voted unanimously (5 to 0) to direct its staff to develop a formal writ¬ 
ten agreement based on the attached "Outline of Proposed Agreement". If, 
after review, Los Angeles and the Department direct staff to work with 
County staff on drafting the formal agreement, please notify the County 
for this action so that the work may commence. 

Once the formal agreement has been drafted, the Board of Supervi¬ 
sors will take final action on the agreement only after it has been re¬ 
viewed by the Inyo County public. 

Please contact me if you have any questions or comments. 


Sincerely, 
Robert Bremmer 
Chairman 
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POWER FROM THE PEOPLE AND FOR THE PEOPLE / PAINFUL 
LESSONS FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS / AND IS SUPERVISOR 
IRWIN OUT OF THE WOODS? 


So, the Inyo Supervisors like this 
agreement deal with the city of Los Angeles. 
But clearly there are many individuals, groups, 
even churches, that do not want this agree¬ 
ment. The issue is not over yet. 

A number of men and women have asked me, 
”Why are the Supervisors doing this?” There 
is no logical answer, But with elections com¬ 
ing up, certain supervisors may be jolted 
into remembering that their power and position 
came from the people of Inyo County in the 
first place. 

As a 19th century philosopher, Benjamin 
Disraeli said, r ..,All power is a trust; that 
we are accountable for its exercise; that 
from the people and for the people all 
springs, and all must exist.” 

Speaking of election time, there is a 
lot of behind the scenes discussion going on 
about who will run against whom. Can’t tell 
you right now, but those supervisors up for 
election soon had better take note that most 
of them will face some serious challenges. 

In Inyo County, it can be kind of tough 
for a woman to break into the traditional 
male professions. But we hear that a local 
lady is at least trying to make it on the Inyo 
Sheriff’s Department. Law enforcement offi¬ 
cials have been going through an interview 
process to select someone to go through the 
Police Academy to become a deputy on the 
Sheriff’s Department. The courthouse grapevine 
says a gal is among the chosen few. But will 
she be the selection? Don’t know yet. If so, 
it would be a first. But probably not a last. 
We hear that the wife of a Mono County detec¬ 
tive just may be getting into law enforce¬ 
ment, too, 

- * - 

Fascinating Phenomena Department: the 
Mono County supervisorial re-call just goes 
to show that when constituents get mad enough, 
they can very effectively kick their chosen 
representatives right out of office. 

In the case of Mono Supervisor A1 
Leydecker, he had barely taken office when re¬ 
call talk started, Leydecker is boldly out¬ 
spoken. We always found him to be honest, but 
offensive to some people. Jenks was sometimes 
inconsistent in his views. His constituents 
claim his inconsistencies were serious. 

But whatever the downfalls of the two 
men, the people in their districts demonstra¬ 
ted that the democratic process does indeed 
work. Jenks and Leydecker were ^unervisors on 
November bth and literally were act on Novem¬ 
ber 9th. 

Their replacements, Bob Stanford and 
Tim Alpers , have one thing that Leydecker and 
Jenks did not - relatively good public rela¬ 
tions, After all, constituents are just peo¬ 
ple - they like to know that their elected 
12 


officials are interested in their feelings 
and views. * 


Is Supervisor Lefty Irwin out of the 
woods? Courthouse talkers s.ay that Irwin 
still operates under the potential threat of 
prosecution for an alleged conflict of inter¬ 
est on the Millpond issue, Irwin had signed 
a loan guarantee for $10,000 for the Northern 
Inyo Athletic Association and their Millpond 
project. But that fact only came to light 
after some votes had been taken on the Mill¬ 
pond. 

District Attorney Buck Gibbons isn’t 
talking about the issue one way or another. 
Some say the Grand Jury may have it. 

- * - 

And a big congratulations to Bishop 
pharmacist Dwayne Wilson and his new bride 
Susan. We called Dwayne to talk about the 
plans for a new shopping center in Bishop 
(see story on page 3), but he and Susan were 
off on their honeymoon. 

We pretty much know Wilson’s feelings 
anyway. The last time the shopping center 
issue came up, Wilson pointed out that his 
Cottonwood Plaza center stood practically 
empty. So why put in another center? 

And for those of you in Bishop who would 
like to hear delightful, easy-listening music, 
and still get the most complete rundown on 
local news in two counties listen to Russ 
Monroe in the morning. Tune in to TV’s Channel 
12 every morning, Monday through Friday. The 
news is presented at seven and eight. So 
catch Russ at the start of your day. 

...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
EVERY DAY... 


Sincerely, ^ 

r 
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BENBROOK 


by Clarence Benbrook 

Reading the headlines can be pretty 
depressing these days . But not for 
Clarence Benbrook. With tongue planted 
firmly in cheek, he quips his way 
through current events . 

73 year old man given 75 year sentence. 

Overkill.' 

In Washington, physicians are urging a 
bill to force midwives to work only under their 
supervision. If they can't get the job, they 
want their cut. 

The good news: 6000 state jobs cut by 
hiring freeze and another 1000 will be cut 
next year. The bad news: Deukmejian will loose 
7000 votes in the next election. 

Another computer "whiz kid" arrested. It 
doesn't pay to be smarter than the establish¬ 
ment. 

Man claimed he killed more than a dozen 
people for the Mafia before he found Jesus. 

He denies killing Jesus, 

Definition of cease fire: The time it 
takes to regroup, build explosive devises and 
test them out on the enemy, 

Kissinger warns Salvador leadership on 
terrorism. A word to the unwise is insuffi¬ 
cient, 

Cuban Ambassador says U.S.-Cuba relations 
at their worst. Don't remember them ever 
walking down lovers' lane arm in arm. 

Is TV news capitalizing on the grief of 
loved ones in the Beirut bombing? Not any 
more than they've capitalized on the grief of 
unemployment, 

The United Nations censor Frank Sinatra 
for entertaining in Africa while boycott was 
on. Old Blue Eyes getting a black one. 

Turmoil in Grenada and Beirut fail to 
push the price of gold and silver up, Tur¬ 
moil is now considered normal. 

Cuban representative stated that the wea¬ 
pons found found in Grenada were a hundred 
years old. They were just going to have an 
antique sale. 

Commentator says Grenada action weakens 
U.S. in Mideast and Europe. You can't weaken 
a broken down bridge. 

Government index of leading indicators 
suggests more growth ahead. Will the growth 
be benign or malignant? 

A $1.4 million contract has been awarded 
to develop clean-up plans for the Stringfellow 
acid pits. Ny wife found this out and wants 
to get paid for planning to clean the house. 

Press complains that the government manip¬ 
ulated them. A switch from the press manip¬ 
ulating the government, 

The Greenhouse effect is coming. The 
D.W.P. effect is already here.' 

New rules at the Golf Club; no drinking 
while driving off the tee. 

The F.B.I, asks for a new law to combat 
unauthorized access into a computer by making 
it a federal crime. Unless it is the F.B.I. 
that makes the unauthorized access. 



GROWTH (Continued from page 3) 
more stable economy. The previous director of 
the state employment office in Bishop, Rich 
Camilieri, tried to convert the "tourist men¬ 
tality" into something more practical. Camil- 
eri left the Eastern Sierra in frustration. 

Boards of Supervisors have talked about 
creating an industrial park, or arranging 
with the city of Los Angeles to open some 
land to light industry, L,A. officials don't 
want to do that. Several years ago an aid to 
the L,A, Mayor admitted that Los Angeles does 
not want to encourage growth in Inyo. Growth 
would mean a greater use of water here, 
leaving that much less for L.A, The D.W.P has 
played on fears here of uncontrollled growth 
in order to discourage the creation of any 
industry. 

One Bishop man who knows about light 
industry is Dan Poole, owner of a plastics 
manufacturing business here. Poole sees the 
Inyo economy from a practical point of view. 

As for the new shopping center, Poole said, 
"I can't understand bringing in something 
which will only recirculate old money. We 
need to bring in new money. 

"I have sympathy for the merchants, A 
new shopping center could put some of them in 
Bishop out of business." The fast food busi¬ 
ness has been rough on some local business 
men. Poole pointed out that "first Jack-in- 
the-Box did well and did not hurt the local 
restaurants. But then came Burger King and 
McDonald's. That's got to hurt," 

A shopping center would present a simi¬ 
lar problem - "it would dilute business in 
town." 

Inyo's Planning Director, Ted Hilton, 
recognizing the issue as a potentially ex 
plosive one, refused to comment on the center. 
He did say that the Planning Department's 
role is to "process the case and get it ready 
for the decision makers." According to 
Hilton, there will be no environmental im¬ 
pact report since part of the land is actual¬ 
ly being down^zoned. 

The Supervisors will be faced with a 
tough decision. They will be pressured by 
local merchants to keep the center out, but 
they may not have any way to legally do 
that. As Inyo’s economy grows ever tighter, 
the time will come when a decision on what 
kind of growth the county really needs will 
have to be made. Perhaps that time is now. 


CHILD ABUSE (Continued from page 8) 
pected child abuse is each individual's 
responsibility. Whether founded or unfounded, 
to not report suspected child abuse is to be¬ 
come a willing accomplice in the continuation 
of the abuse to the child. 
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The Independence 
Volunteer Rescue 
crew at the scene 
of an accident 
caused by blowing 
dust at Manzanar . 
It was the second 
time this year 
that windswept 
sand obscured the 
highway , causing 
accidents' in 
that area. 

(See News Briefs on 
page k.) 
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